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KNOWABLE is a science-fiction and fantasy fanzine published at irregular inter-
vals by John and Perdita Boardman, 592 15th Street, Brooklyn, N, Y, 11218, U, S. 4.
It 1s avallable for trade, letter of comment., contribution, subseription (25¢ or
5 issues for 31.00) or because we .feel like 1t Ycu have received this 1ssue for
the reason checked on the back cover.

This issue of KNOWABLE, dated "May 1966", follows the previous This 1is
issue by 8 months, This ccmpares quite favorably with the 1O-month

gap which separated the 8th and 9th issues, and raises hopes that the 0 &t

11th issue may appear in mid-summer. Those of you who have not already P Great
reoceived our dsughter's birth announcement are getting it as a rider E Intervals
now, though Deirdre is now a big 8 months old, has cut four teeth, R This

and is crawling all over the house. We had originally hoped to publish A Appears

KNOWABLE #9 for the Labor Day 1965 Con in Philadelphia, .and put Deirdre's T To
birth announcement on the front cover. But Dolrdre did not cooperate in I Infleme
this project, so KNOVI.BLE #% went to press and to Philadelphla while she 0O Optis
was still in utero., She was born on 4 September 1965, thus assuring her 'N Nerves -
birthday partles at worldCons for the rest of her life.

ilso accompanying this issue of KNOWLBLE 1s your ballot for the # 284.
Eleyen-Foot Poll., The Hugo and other ballots offer you an opportunity
to express your opinions on the best science-fiction und fanac of 1965, while the
Eleven-Foot Poll trles to determine the consensus of fandom on the worst performances
in these flelds., The deadline for receipt of ballots is 30 June 1865, The results
will be published in KNOWABLE #11. 43 usual, no complaints about the results of the
poll will be entoertained rfrcm anyone who received a ballot and did not vote,

Too often, pseudo-scilentific theories are rejected out of hand by scientists,
who fail to put forth detailed criticisms of their errors, Without such suthorite-
tive refutations, these theories then are propagated wmong people with inadequate
sclentific background, and scmetimes obtain great followings, Examples in recent
years have been the crackpot esironcmical systems of HOrbiger and Velikovsky, -Bub-
bard's dianetics Reteh's orgonomy, or the Hier6nymous and Deen machines which John
W. Cempbell has so assiduously promoted in Analog editorials, It is the editor's
bellef that such theories ought to be met with detalled criticism as soon as they are
published. To this end, the "vecuole theory" of C. O, Ingemells is exemined, Anyone
wishing further information abcut Ingemells! theéory, which is presented on p. 26,
should write him at 101 0ld Mill Road, State College, Pernn. 16801,

By the end of 1964, most fans were sincerely hoping that the Exclusion Act con-'
troversy was over and done with, The attempt, by a coterie of West Coast fams, to

( continued on p, 24)




AIONG CAME A SPIDER
by John Boardman

Fritz Leiber's stories abcut tho "Big Time", and thc Change War that takes
place there between the Snskes and the Spiders, have a wider scope than almost any
other science~fiction story. The Chengo War takes place; not only in the past and
in the future, but in all kinds of possible pasts, presents, and futures as the
Snskes and the Spiders try to change the history of the universe to their udvon-~

g tage. In Leiber!s Change War stories, the
war 1s described as extending a billion
years into the past and future, and across
several galaxles,

The exact nature of the conflict 1is
never clearly stated. The only novel in
the series, the Hugo-winning The Big Time,
cones the closest to doing so, A Iunan
frcm the distant past explains to the hero-
ine that the Haings who fight the Change
War "gre the fourth order of evolutionsee.
they can make all of what might be part of
what 1s, and that 1s their evolutionary
function." Thus, a human being recruiteld
into the Change War as & "Demon" has taken
a step analogcus to the first alr-breather's

- emergence on dry land, out of the present
into the .B’g Timo 1 - which is the entire
Kosmos, According to this view, the Change

Uar 1s Jjust a manifestatlon of this evolutionary bresk-~through,

Frem this broad view we turn to the specific operations of the Change Vjar, and
the question may be raised: what are the Spiders and the Snakes fighting over?

When thoy intervene in confliets on the "Small Tine", why do they chose one sider

rather than the other? :

Scrme answer to thls may be seen in the small-time conflicts in which the
Snakes and Spiders intervene, as reported in The Blg Time, The Splders secnn to sup=-
port the "West", whatever that may mean. They supported the Rcmans ageinst the Pare
thians, and put the Raman FEmpire and the Catholic Church under Germen rule. In the
20th Contury, they again back Germany, keeping "England and snerica out of World
Two, thereby ensuring a German invasion of the New ¥orld uLd creating a Nazl empire
stretching.., from Nizhni Novgorod to Kansas City." Opposed to this is the Sneke
Three-Thousand-Year Plan, an alliance zmong "the Eastern Classical World, Mohammed=
anized Christianity, and Merxist Ccmrunisp”-

If anything can be made out of this, the Spiders and Snakes have two fundemen=-
tally different viewpoints of humanity and socioety. These viewpoints might be
called, with sane degree of oversimplification, "elidist" and "universalist", Elit-
ists generally believe that some classes or races of men are superior to others, and
that scme ere born to rule while others are born to be ruled. They tend to favor
a hlerarchy of birth, with secret doctrines to which only initiates are privy. The
structure of an elitist organization !s like a pyremid ~ or the web of a.spider,
vith a central nexus from which controls run down to *“he operational level.,

Universalists operate on &« different set of assumptions -~ that their ideclogy
is the proper ideology for all msnkind, and that distinctions of tirth or class do
not confer a right to rule, A universalist ideology may have a hierarchial struc-
ture, but the way to the top 1s in theory limited only by the capabilities of the
aspirant. Examples of universalist ideologles ere Romen Catnoliclsm; liberal demo-




5

eracy, and Soviet Cammunism. Elitist ldeologies include Gnostielsm, certain medi-
eval heresies such as Bogamilism, Freemasonry (insofar as it had political over-
tones), and, in our owm time, Fasclsm and Nazism. Bl

The Spiders, supporting both the Confederates and the Nazis, are plainly of
an elitist persuasion. The Snakes, on the other hand, could well have implanted
universalist ideas in "the Eastern Classical World" and carried them forward to
their present anti=-elitist manifestation in the Sociallst movements To aristocra=-
cles of the past, the adherents of universalist 1deologles must indeed have seemed
like Snakes, burrowing underneath the foundations of their
orderly and structured socleties,.

Tith these considerations, we can identify
a prcminent 19th-Century Splder agent. Though
thls man posed as a scholar and writer, his
chief activity seems to have been “cutting
ghostgirls™ - that is, he collectedbxudations
of ectoplasm from the skins of naked women and
carefully stored them away, to be revivified
later 1n the recreation centers of the Change
ﬁafriors for their off-hours delectation,

This agent was the Rev. C. L. Dodgson,
alias Lewis Carroll., Though noted chiefly as'
the author of Alice in Wonderland and Through
the Looking Glass, Carroll secems to have had
quite @5 many personality kirks as Fmil Sly- ////

i

ker, the ghostgirl-cellector of lLeiber!'s
Chenge War short story "A Deskful of Girls",
llartin Gardner reveals many of Carroll's idio-
syneracles to us in the Introduction to The
Annotated sliee. Among other things, ve learn
that "he thought the nsked bodies of little AL
girls...extremely beautiful, Upon occasion he sketched or photographed them in the
nude, with the mother's permission," ' '

Carroll secms to have had no overtly sexual interest in wanen of any age. Ghat
he may have called a camera was probably in actuality a device for eutting ghost-
girls., Probably, sanewhere on the Big Time, there are warriors recruited from a cul-
ture in which pre-pubertal girls are acceptable sexual outlets, Carroll was col=
lecting girls for their off-duty hours.

Put was Carroll a Snake or a Spider? Gardner gives us an ansger: "In polities
he was a Tory, awed by lords and ladies and inclined to be snobbish toward inferiors,
He bitterly opposed Gladstone, the Liberal leader of the day. If the Spiders can be
identified with the elitists, then Carroll was undoubtedly a Spider.

This assessment of Carroll agrees with an analysis by E. Merrill Root in a re-
cont issué of imerican Opinion, the monthly publication of the John Birch Society,
Root claims that Carroll's poem The Hunting of the Snark 1s o satire on collectivist
idealogues. He examines the poem in great detail; for exemple, the Bellman's map
1s totally blenk, which is supposed to represent social reformers?. ignorance of the
landmarks of history and society, If this poem is sériouéiy intended as such a
gatire -~ and Root appears quite sericus, to the point of stuffiness, in his thesis =
1% 1s consonant with Carroll's known political beliefs, Furthermore, the dangerous
Snark, which Root conceives es Communism, 1s ccmpounded by Carroll frcm "sherk" and
"snake", The aristocratic and anti-Communist Spiders, working with their proverbial
patience, have planted in our literature a 1l9th-Century satire which Root shows to
be directed at a 20th~Century Snake-directed movement. R 1

*

i

NYCon III in 1967! NYCon IIT in 1967¢
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-...gon for tht last fow milos =, drew Dumbert aslde and ramarked, "That dragon hak: been
. Arageging along behind us 51nce woe left the Conc and Shlno, Vhat the hell doesdhe

6
. THE STORY

. The Story is a round-robin.of multiple authorship, and has been
groving steadily since 1954, Each successive author undertaking to
&8dd a chapter_ has been given complete freedom to do with the story
line what he or- she will,

Paul Glattstein is an engineer in Pittsburgh. His wife Judy
has already contributed 2% chapters to The Story, and adds another
after Paul has had his say.

SYNOPSIS :

Sir Tinly the Furest is off on a quest to the 0ld Wold, in the islend of Terre
Pieux, to slay the she~troll Yog-Thuthuthoth, This mission has c¢aused him great
angulsh, since he doubts whether his knightly honor permits him te draw his sword
egainst u woman, . He 18 accompanied by his squire Dumbert, a slave named Desdah
whom Dumbert impulsively purchased to free him from a cruel slavemaster nemed Foul-
brutis, and a broken~dnwn old dragon whose fires have gone out from too much Booz-
ing, but who wants Dumbert to arrange for him a match with Sir Tinly.

Meanwhile, the glant Groothulbore hus evicted the dragon's femily from thelr
cave, and hls kidnapped the dragon's eldest daughter :as: seeurity for payment of the
back rents In order to induce a knight to try to reseue them, the dragons had kide-
napped two princesses ~ though, owing to the drugonessts near-sightedness, one of
the "princesses" was actually Deedah in a flowerecd nightgown.

Groothulbore threatens to recport the dragonoss to the Unethical Practices
board, so the dragoness sends Deedsh there hersclfignd eats tho genuine princess.
Deedah urrives Instantaneously at the 0ld Wold, whore hc is taken into thg serviees
of Quecn Hexa as Lord High Hatchet Man. But Haxe's evil minion Spillink ~@cmon of . -
Burcaucracy, intimates that ho has his own plans for thc slavc.

In the meantime the dragon, in. m,last cffort to raise money to ransom his
daughter, goes off to get a job.in ﬁho merchant: marine, With two piratical mer-
chants named Krum and Higgens he.goes to San: Goronimo, wherc Friar Williem of Gra-
ham, bellcving him to be under-arspell, vainly trios to- exprcisc and/or convert
him, 1, B la e 5 :

s tp CHAi??TER xx Al

by Paul Glattstein e
Sir Tlnly, Dumbcrt Akula, thc dragon; and the'ladcn ox-cart‘continupd aloug

the King's Highuay towards Mare-foles. There they would board o boat for Noatun

and continuc on their Journcy to the 0ld Wold., :

Upon reaching Mcrﬂ-foic, Sir Tinly = who had bcen glancing back at theo dra=

wamt? Jar=

-*._7'-_ "ﬁ’Oll-... CI‘ e ah ses cr ®oee that is nes CI‘ .l." (Dumbol‘t was I‘athel‘ ShOCkOd

te

both by th¢ suddcnness and naturc of the question {ho had begun to take the dragon
for gronted by now) and by Sir Tinly's use of ‘profanity (although, reflected. Dum~
berty, aftor last night's excass in tho tavern, Sir Tinly might have slightly modi-
fiedhis vicws on the purity of lifo ( improbable though 1t sounded))) "well,: I .

Qeortu promlised him a fight with you, he's beon looking for a knlght to fight cver

gince his fires went oute" ‘ 3
"That's out," said Sir Tinly. "I wouldn't fight a non-floming dragon, no -
self-respeeting knight woulds, So get rid of him.,"
_l'Hom "



"I don't know, but he'll only bo in the wey when we got to the 0ld Wold.

I havre trouble cnough worrying about Yog~Thuthuthoth without having to worry
about a slippery dragon underfoot, Tell thec dragon that I'll fight him as soon
as he g&ts his fires rclit, Now get rid of him!"

"All right, all right, so I'm going already." Dumbert was a trifld pecved
at Sir Tinly®s use of the word "slippery" in: relation to the dragon. Aftor all,
he thought, just because he is a dragon is no roason to be dragging hls name
through the mud,

Sir Tinly moved forward to discuss more about the 0ld Wold with Akula, and
Dumbert slowed his.mule to let the drecgon cateh up with him.

"Lock, dragon," said Dumbert, "I kmow I promised you a battle with Sir
Tinly, but he won't have any of it, ac sald..."

"Oh poor misbegortten me." mosned tho dragon., "Oh fate, oh crueltye..." He
stopped whon 1t becamo ovident that Dumbert wasn®t paying cny attention to him
at all,

"eoothat he won®t fight with a dragon what's got no flame, What's morc,
he said that youtd only get in the way at the 01d Wold, so I guess you'd better
stay herc."

Tge dragon moaned focbly,

"Don't ‘get so worked up about i1t;" admonishcd Dumbert (who couldn't help
fecling sorry for the drogeon (even though it was his (the dragonts) foult for
drinking too much and dousing his (seafn the dragon®s) fires) after all, what
chance did ho havo to mako a reputation for himseclf whon hc couldn't cven summon
up o little smoke (much less flemos))e PIf you had o little more spirite.."

"I'vo had too much spirits alroady," sighed thc dragon, belching slightly.

Dumbert pretonded not to notice the 1nterruption, and continucd "eeoyourd
do somothing about your internal problaus," )

"Like what?" askod tho dragon, fooling that same remark on his part was
cxpoctod, "

"Like for instance getting a job on o ship or somethlng," said Dumbert,
"mako a littlec money ond maybo you can hiro a salemhnder part-time,"

"Yegh, maybe," said the drogon, & shlvor running down his tail at the
thought of work,

"I*d boetter get hack to Sir Tinly," said Dumbert, "but beforc we part, what
the hell is your name?"

“"Rhapptihigilhihth," said the dragon.

"Yoah, I figured as much," sald Dumbert. "well, taekc it casy, dragon," and
with these words Dumbert klcked his mule into third and went trotting down the
strect, The dragon looked aftor him for a moment and then crawled down one of the
numcrous slde streots to search for an old copy of Ye Daily Looklng—glass to look
for job opportunities.

By thc time Dumbert cought up with Sir Tinly and Akula they had already
rcached tho dockslde and were haggling with tho captair of the Cinatit (a good
ship, but one with notably bad luck in nerthern wators) about the farc to Noatun,

"One hundred." said Sir Tinly, dropping his hand to his sword-hilt.

"Four fifty " spold the captain, fitting a quarrel to his arbalest,

"One slxty." said Akula. drawing his flame-shaped kris,

"Four ten," said thu captain drawing asido his cloak to reveal a chaln-mail
shirt. - .

%One seventy~five," sald Dumbert, producing a slightly rusty katar from same~
wheoro inside hls tunic,

"Three elghty," said the captain, whistling softly to the jot=black panther
that paced restlessly at his heels,

And so it went. Two hours later they had finally settled on two sixty-five
and had stowed thelr gear on board the ship in preparation for the morning's
voyage.,




Aftcr supper on board the Cinatit, Dumbert toock leave of Sir Tinly and
Akula (who werc cmbroiled in a discussion of whether or not Lilith was (or wes
not) the bastard daughter of Quecn Hexa*), and scuntcrcd out to take in semo of
thc sights of Mare—-foiec. Aftor wandering around the eity for seveoral hours (with
no success as far os wenching, gambling, or rowdy fights werc concerned) he came
upon a scothsayer's dwelling which bore over its door a large sign rcading "Big
Bergains - Riddlos Answered = Frco of Chargc - Today only" (this soothsayer was
trying a novel come-on, roflected Dumbart, howover, it would be interesting to
notc whether the cxtra business brought in by the sign had paild for it (the sign)
and besidos it sounded interosting (in fact anything for freoe sounded interesting
(in view of tho fact that the only thing that he (Dumbert) had gotten frec recently
was the vigorously applied flat of Sir Tinly's sword)); what's moro, he had just
remembered o riddlc he could pose (one his older brether had told him ten years
2go and which he still had not solved.))

Dumbert strode through the doorway into a dark, denk, dirty, foul-smelling
tent made ond-patched with hides. Slowly his cyes accustomcd thamselves to the
darkness within the tent and he saw beforec him a small wizened o0ld man, who sat
behind a table nverflowing with various odd objccts, among which he noticed: a
brand-new, highly polished chumber pot, a hookah with a hole in the bottom, =
coiled -blacksndke bullwhip (Dumbert nervously changed his mind about the whip as
it opcned 1ts mouth and hissed at him, it wes, he concluded sadly, a scd state of
affeirs when a young, honest, upright (wecll, almost upright) squirc like himsclf
couldntt tell a blacksnnke bullwhip from a live blacksnake), o goat's horn in the
shapo of & goat's horn, and a m’nlcturc chess set carved out of human teeth,

"Is that sign out in front for real?" inquired Dumbert.

"Yeah, I supposc so," replied the soothsayer. "If you got o riddle let's
heer it, I ain't got all night you know, I got a karate class with a Turk in ten
minutes. so let's make 1t snappy."

"A11 right, already," sald Dumbert, "here 1t 1s: 'Why 1s a writing desk like
a raven?t!"

"May need a little splritual help on this one," muttered the 0ld mane, "I
guess I'd better call up Rcugli,”

He pickcd up the chember pot, poured in several noxious-=looking liquids,
stirred them well, and dropped in the blacksnake, * There was an outraged hiss from
the hlacksnake, a flash of black lightning, and a volce sald, "Ycah man,"

Dunbert opened his cyes; there before him stood the mest amazing Jinn he had
ever scen, He (the Jinn) was rather short (about 8 feot tall) und wearing: =
magenta-colored beret with o violot tasscl; shades; u long, blue goatee; a bkack
T-shirt strikingly splashed with chromec yellow paint; n pair of old jeans with anc
rockct missing; a belt made out of an old piece of ropc (Dumbert thoughtfully re-
garded the clever way in which thc rope wos fastened with o rather well-tied
Turk?s-head knot); and a palr of dirty grcen sneakers with no laces. He was Smok-
Ing o filter-tlp recefer, and a wet paint brush was stuck rather casually behind
his left ecar.

"What wus that bit agaln, man," sald the Jinn,.

Dunmbert recited his riddlee

"yoll, man, it's like first wo gotta dig thc physiomatcriological coherences
of that question, I mean 1t's like we gottaﬁig the fundemental transcondent con-
stituities and self-encloscd projoctive subjectivities of 1t, Basicully of cauTse,
man, the empirical meodo which constitutes the existential web of thee.."

"Whlch reminds me," inteorruptcd the soothsaycr, glaring at Rougqil's belt knot,
"I'm late for my class; the riddle will have to walt for another day."

* ~ You Marvel Comics fans, who aro used to sceing footnotes about previous in-
stallments, can refer to Chaptor XVI in KNOUABLE #8. Lilith 1s n witeh at the royal
pulace, and Hexa, who is about 40, 4id bear a girl-child who was kidnapped by pirates
sone twenty years ago. Your guess 18 as good as minc. - JB
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"I'm really not that intcereSted,” said Dumbert, yith a slightly dazzled
look in his eyes, "In fact, you might as well forbet about the wholc thing."
"Don't swoat it, man," sald the Jinn as Dumbort: stumbled out the door and

headed back towords thc shipo
¢ CHAPTER XXI
; by Poul Glattstein

The good ship Cinatit arrived at Noatun without incldent, cxcopt a near miss
uith an iceberg during the night, and the continual sca-sicknoss of Sir Tinlyt's
stceé Purltass

CHAPTER XXII
by Judy Glattstein

- I% was, Dumbert reflocted, a sorry comricnt on duty and dovotion when o merc
dragon would leavd his job (with which he intcnded to get the whero-wlth-all to
redcen his daughter) and toke off on an gerilal rcconalssance for a witche Even,
he hastily added to himsclf, onc as beultehing as Lilithe. Hec winced at the unin-
tended pun, Then hoe started to moke unconscious pums, things were in . a bad way.
But then, things werc in a bad woy all over, - He listed them to himsclf,  The dra-
gon hed lost his job, He had gotten drunk, When drunk, hc had wept such a cop=-
ious amount of tcars that he had drowned the barkeeop'!s pet cockroach., The bor-
keop had kicked the dragon out., Having no placo elsc to go, the dragon had re- .
turned to the castlc looking for Sir Tinly and Dumbert, Since they were not there,
being at the 014 Wold instead, hec had again begun his woeplng and woiling, Then,
reflecting that confession is good for the soul, he had sought out Fathor Memi-
nis to confess, Confess what, Lumbart spceulated, hils undragonly loss of flrc?
Upon learning, after many meanderings and maudlin whimperings, that a Black Mass
was being planned, Father Neminis laid penance on tho dragon to the extent that
thc two of them returned to the site to look over ("sight', thought Dupbert, to
pun agein) the activitics, Whorcupon 1t was docided, by Father Ncminis, bthat a
White Mass would have to bo held on the opposite, but twin, peak, in order to
countcract ‘the evil influcnces of Lilith's plans, VWhorcupon, sighed Dumbert to
himsclf, all of than had beon recalled to tho castle in order that Sir Tinly,
the bravest, purost, mostest, ¢te. knight in thc kingdom might lend his suppert to
the occasion. At lcast, ho'reflccted (locking into a muddy pool of water) the
problems .brcaght up by Yog~Thuthuthothls sox, if sex it might be called, wero tam=
porarily put sside. Wwhich loft him here at the castlo with all the amor to be
polished and orrands to be run and the quostion of thc disappearance of Docdah to
be puzzled over, ;

He walked moodily down the road, kicking 1dly ot rosks and such. Ho kicked
onc such reck’and rovealed a small lrown billch slceping undernecath,

"Hello, bilch." sald Dumbert,

The bilch, frightbned by the sight and sound of this hugc thing, flcd into a
near-by tcapot, Curlous, Dumbert picked up the tecapot and looked inside, There
wos no sign, or sight, of the bilch, This, decided Dumbert, was quitc odds He
had seen the bilch run. in, and nothing had run out, Not cven, ho concluded
gloomily, a belch. Maybe, he continued thinking, since he had no one else to speak
to, much léss think at it was a magic bilch. With that, he brightened up somo=-
what ond decided to take tho teapot to the castlo magician and sco what he would
say~ with that thought in mind (indeed, where else to kecp a thought?) he sot
down the road at & quicker galt,

The bilch, having hidden in the spout all this while, concluded that the glant
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must be quitc mad, and sottled down back to slecp.

Slipping in the back entrance of the castle, the better to avoid Sir Tinly
and his ever-present chores, Dumbert startep to make his wuy through the great
castle kitchens, : ;

.Mahal" roared a volee hehind him. "Again I find you tom fool sgvires
schtoaling tho orockery!" It was ;outcr van Dumpling, the castle kitchen chef.
"All the time, neffor anyting loft if I dodn't vateh out. Vat you tink, ve got
self-returhink dishes?" Gouter wes infuriated, A rival cook; Scehnitz-und<knepp;
had brought a new dish to thec king's attention., This dish wos pastranl pilzzae
It lookod as if he right be replaced, His tempor; never very tamey had gonoe com-—
pletcly feral and was prowling around looking for blood.

Wwithout giving Dumbert a c¢hancc to oxplain that this was only an old brokon
enchonted teapot with & magle bileh sir, the tecapet was tossed into a pan full of
hot:soapy sudsy water. The bilch, thus rudcly awskened, gave a mighty squcok and
bounced forth covered with suds and a plecsc of old hacon rind draped over one oare
Screaming mighty threats and imprecations at the top of his mighty though slight
lungs he swtm to the cdge of the pan and hauled himsclf up to the cdge. The kit-
chen malds took onc loock at this mouse-like creature and of one mind, fled scream-
ing from the room, Voutcer van Dumpling ran after them, Not in foar though, his
alm was to gect them all back to work bheforo the food burned up. As he: turned the
corner, Dumbort anlmost thought he saw thc¢ temper turn the corner after him. It
wos a shaggy dog—like boast with blocdshot glowing eyes and drool slobbering from
its avid lipse A Just tempor for such a man, thought Tumbort, ac hc took tho
bileh in the palm of his hand. ' The beast promptly ran up his arm to his shoulder,
down the front cf his Jackot :into a pocxet, and thence to slceps Wilth ¢ sigh,.
Duribert reotricved the by now soapy teupot (filled with odds ond ends of coffee
grounds, orangc pcel, old upple cores and more bacon rind) end started to trudge
up the stolrs to tho warlock!s chambers,

.On thc way up howerer, he heard Sir Tinly desconding. Quickly dropplng the
toapot in un old spitoon, he*legped in after it. :

After o fow minutes, he clambered out. Ruefully he lookcd at hils clothes,

If not spotless, they had becn respéctablo, Now, however, the story was . diffor-
ont, . As he sturted to wipe off tHe tobpeco und botel-nut juice stains (demn those
visiting South American dignitaries anyhow) he hoard ¢ minute squeaking from onc
of his pocketss Tho bileh, Intcrrupted agaln in the middlc of a nap, was having
a fit, For an animal of itq dininutive size, it was having quite a large fit,.
Dumbert hastily thrust 1t back into a pockot.,

However, unbcknownst to him, Lilith's houlct Madge (who was sitting under an
old sult of armor) hed noticed the whole incident.  She walted until he had left,
and then waddled down tho corridor to Lilith?s chambers, Grumbling and grunting to
hersclf ‘as she bounced down cech and overy step she cursed her remote ancestross
who had taken up with one of those milserablc condors. The only thing handcd down
through the goneratlons was tho inability to take off unless jumping from a cliff
or flung by hand or catapult into tne alr. It wasn't size (for Madge was ordinary
hovlct slze (rogulation size, you might .say)) but perhaps a tempersmental defi-~
cloney., Inconvenioencing, thatts what it was, :

However, jugt then, up the stairs came Chicken von Hawk, kecper of tho king's
neis, Belng rather ncar=slighted he mistook the howlet for an escapce., This wos not
too difficult, as the light wes almost non~cxistent and the fog and smoke from the
burning pastries and joints in the kitchen added to the difficulty. Popping Madge
into his ganc _bag, which alroady contalned a doad rabbit, von Hawk continued on
his way.

Now, unbeknownst to ,Dumbort, this wes to bc his day for animals, It was in the
stars, you night say. And so, as ho wont up the stalrs thore was a cat sitting on
the landingo But no ordinary cat; this. ‘It sat there with its tail curled sround
1ts paws {bettor to hide tho sixth toe) and yowned a delnty cat-type yawn, turning
1ts tongue and revealing 1ts glistening white tocth, It gave {or sho gave, would
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be the better phrasing) o disinterested lick to 1ts glistoning sleck grey coat,
2ot up. stretchod lazily with its rump in the air, and then followed Dumbert up
tho stalrs. This was another of Lillth's splos,

Father Neminis was oonsulting with Lysenconius as to the steps to take to
onsure the protection of thc sacraments, God was on his side, he knew, but then
Lil.th had help fram bclowo, And Lilith was teking no chances.e Hence Tib was on
her —%stress?s bidding as sho whiteds 4nd the teapot full of -rubbish must have
some occult significance, she reasoncd, for who would carry such a pall of slops
around for no reason at all,

However, Lysenconius had counter~charmed hls secction of the corridor, and as
Dumbers came up the stalrs a large mastiff bounded down, knocked him over, and do-
parhed yelping eagerly aftor the snarling, spitting Tib,

Both Lyscnconius and Lilith had an unvolced agrecment to so disgulsc thelr
imps, ir order to avold upsctting the human clods who inhabilted the cuastle.

The bilech, now hysterical, climbed onto Dumbert*s shoulder and set there
naniacal and red-cyed, mwabling to 1tselfs He finished climbing the stairs and
knozcked on the door., The scrpent door=knob grinned at him and untwined frocm the
latch, permitting the door to swing opemn,

Lysenconius turncd to Fathor Naiuinis ond said; "Sce, I told you that our an~
swer would be the noxt thing through the door, That tired biich, by the laws of
similarity and contegion,; will prove the mcana of putting the castle to slcep 1In
oxrder %o ramovo the hosts to a safor plade in the chapels Though why you moved
thenm into the castlec is above my understanding, Come in, Dumbert, came iny don't
just stand thoro, And tell that fool asp to latch tho door again."

Noting tho bcmusod lock on the hojyts face he oxplalned, "It 1s tho latest
thirg.” he sald, "Tho snakc 1s aptly namcd, for he locks the latch and is thus
an asp hasp.”

Father Neminls coughed and choked g llttlc, It 111 bchooved him as a man of
God to traffick with sorcercrs and such, but as Hillcl sald, to the charltable the
way 58 ever open. This decd of thelrs would add weight to the balancc pan of
ovder, and ontropy would continuc, Chaos would be foileds Lilith was the one who
nad btempted him, and this weoken him to the cxtent that she had him remove the
waferz to the cestle proper. So far though, she had beon unable to take thorie
Though hor balance, ho concluded, was, to use a lay term, steckod,

" Lysenconius quickly made a llttle box of sandalwocd and rosewood, Hc lined
it with arcmatic grasses and poppy petals., Into this he placod the bileh who gave
a suspicious sturc all around before returning to his favorite occupation - slecp,
And as he slopt the warlock placed the box gently into a senle-model of the castlo,
vied a rod silk cord with threc silver bells and a bead of coral around it, and
“iptoed out of the rooms He handed to Dumhert and Father Neminis cach a little °
golden ball with a pearl inslde and cautioned them to hold on to 1t at all times,
. ."As long as the bilch slceps,” ho cautioned, "the castle slecps. And as

ong as we:o0ld these charms we will remain qukCo"
Quictly the thrce comnspirators cropt from the rocma

TO BE CONTINUED

Ken, the Magic G-Man His sidekick was King Henry,
Had the powers of psi, His nark was old Queen Bess,
And capturcd telecriminals And every. story put him in
For the Queen's Own ¥, B, I, A less convincing mess,

- John Boardman
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OPERATION 4GITATION

Tho OPERATION AGITATION colophon has appearocd quitec froquently sinco the last
issuc of KNOVABLE, over six months ago. Two of tham have coansed publication:
DAGON, which folded whon APA-F was discontinucd in October 1965, and RURITANIA was
absorbed into GRAUSTARK when the postal Diplcmacy game which 1t reported was con-
cluded. GRAUSTARK,; the oldest bulletin of postal Diplcmacy, has occupled the major
part of my publishing efforts, Sincc KNOWABLE #9 thc following OPERATION AGITATION
publications have appeared:

229 DAGON #55 248 DAGON #64 267 PILLYCOCK #22
230 DAGON #56 249 DAGON #65 268 GRALUSTARK #78
.231 GRAUSTARK #63 250 GRAUSTALRK #68 26¢ RURITANIA #39
232 DEIRIRE #1/ 251 DLGON #46 270 GRAUSTARK #79
" DAGON #57 252 DLGON #67 27). GRLUSTLRK #80
233 DAGOK #58 253 DAGON #68 272 PILLYCOCK #23
234 PILLYCOCK #19 254 GRAUSTLRK #69 273 PILLYCOCK #24
235 ' £58 THYS OUR CITY #6 274 GRAUSTARK #81
236 GRAUSTARK #64 256 DLGON #69 275 CRAUSTARK #82
237 RURITANIA #37 257 GRAUSTARK #70 276 GRAUSTARK #83
238 PILLYCOCK #20 . 258 GRAUSTARK #71 277 GRAUSTARK #B84
239 THIS OUR CITY #5° 259 GRAUSTARK #72 278 GRAUSTARK #85
240 DAGON #59 260 GRAUSTARK #73 279 "LUSITANIA #O"
241 GRAUSTARK #65 261 GRAUSTARK #74 280 RURITANI: #40
242 DAGON #80 262 GRAUSTLRK #75 281 GRAUST4RK #86
243 GRAUSTARK #66 263 RURITANIA #38 282 GRALUSTLRK #87
244 GRAUSTARK #67 264 GRAUSTLRK #76 283 GRALUSTLRK #88
245 DLGON #61 265 PILLYCOCK #2l 284 KNOWABLE #10
246 DLGON #62 266 GRAUSTLRK #77 285 GRAUSTARK #89
247 DLGON #63 286 GRAUSTARK #90

Unaccountably, the number 235 was not usced in the cbove listings. The publi-
cation listed as "LUSITANI:i #9" is also in error, since the postal Diplomacy bulletin
Lusitania was not suspcended. but I2 still being published by Bernic Kling.

POINTING VECTOR, tho oldest OPERATION .GITATION publication. is a personal news-
lettor of fact, comment, and opinfon, It has boen published at irregular intervals
for almost fivec years, but lately has bogun to be too much trouble. In an attempt
to reduce the emount of time I am spending on amateur journalism, I am closing out
POINTING VECTOR with two issues which are now in prepsration. One comprises a num-
ber of articles in my files, and the other will catch up on letters of comment not
yet printed. These issues, #26 and #27, will go out to all subscribers end trading
fan editors, and may be ordercd by others @ 25¢. THIS OUR CITY. the New York sup-
planent of POINTING VECTOL. is also defunczi-

This will leave only three OPERATION AGITATION publications: KNOWARLE, a science=-
fiction and fantasy fanzine; PILLYCOCK. which circulates in that most turbluent of
emateur press associations, the Cultf and GRAUSTARK, which records the progress of
postal Diplamacy gemes. (Subsciiitions to GRAUSTARK are 10 issues for $1.00. Back
I1ssues are aTallable for both GRAUSTARK and RURITANIA at the seme rate; write for
details,)

I am clearing out back 1ssues of defunct publications., Only the 24th issue of
POINTING VECTOR 1is available, and costs 15¢. Five different tack issues of DAGON
will be sent to anyone who sends me a stamped, selfraddressed legal=-length envelope,
4~ailable are issues 47, 49, 52. DD "7 T. DLGON #57 1s
Deirdre®s hurth announcament and even at this late date is enclosed for those who
have not yet received it. I had origlnally intended to get KNOWABLE #10 out some~
time earllier, and the birth announcement does seem cats?: when one comsiders that its
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subject 1s now 73 months old, over 1J kilograms mass, and has four teeth and a
well-defined personality,

The followlng Back issues of PILLYCOCK are avallable on reguest to members
of ‘the Cult's walting list: 6, 9y 13, 17-24,

Li1so avallable is SCIENCE:MADE TOO EiSY, a collection ef the articles Which
appeared under that heading_in the first six 1ssues of KNOW.BLE. These humorous
analyses of the selences arc 15¢ ecach.

No back issues of KNOWLBLE are available,

THROUGH HILBERT SP4CE WITH SWEET FLNNY LDES - XII

7 It was in 4097 that Fanny /.dems, Bored with life's trivialities, decided te
urite h8r eplc history of mankind®and the universe. is sho wantod her work to be!
truly a literary cpic as well as an actunl rccounting of the facts, Fanny detor= -
mincd to consult the woll-known authority on cpic litoruturo, Profossor Maolcolm
Donalbain .

"~ Hzving listoned to the good professor, she at oncoe- sot about to undortake,
more or less, her massive sroject. Upon completion ef the first chapter, shc ro=
turncd to the benevolent Profosser Doctor for his critidisms,

Not long after hc had bogun roading the manuscript, the professor bcgan to
laugh gnd then to ery, Puzzled by his behavior, Fafiny inquireds Sald the profes-
sor, "EVGrything wgs fino until you threw in tho anecdotec:about the mother-in-law,"

"But," soid Fanny, somewhat taken aback, "you said it was supposed to be
fuhnyl!" '

" Tho pationt professor chuckled and s&id, "I sald to 'Begin with an invoca-~
tion to a Muso.'" (with thanks to Mike Irwin)

Dif;
Of threc slices is this pl composcd: The ceritics, over mindful of the Nerm,
The first is poesy, which critics seldom Ignore the veins of 0l1d in prose
S&finds contained;
The second, dramz, of itself' proposcd They bleat panegyric for thc very few
To colour dceply lettres of this kind, Whosc work they never have in full
: cxplained,
The third is phantasy, that horrid bird
Ypon the writer's shoulder firmly perchod; Wo bleed, wt die, for clarity and tcme,
It shricks .its lovo-call "Modify the And whet upon the stonc of irt our
wordin diction:
Fer which the urtist painfully hath If we vrite well, they blink; if 111,
searched. ? they groan,
e ‘ BUT THEY THEMSELVES CLNNOT WRITE
ST \ % SCIENCE-FICTION}
i : i - ‘ - Frcd Phillips

+

"The notlon that only ongineers and scientists cught to
take physics 1s sort of sad.: Physles 1s every-blt as important
to a 'liberal' educatton-os English or history. I can't con-
ceive of a well-rounded person being ignorant in any of those
arens. Someone who knows only the humanities is hopelessly
fgnorant not morely- ¢f scmoething technlcally useful but of

~‘one whole intellectual facet™of the human racc.”

- Prof. George H., Bowen
Iowa State University
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VOLIIS-S0ZIOLOGIE
by Marcello Truzzi

Receent developments in thoe sociology of knowlcdge have -captured the imagina-
tions of many ef the students in our departmont, Therefore, 1t was with great cx-
cltoment that we vicwed the rceent lceturc in wissensozlologie by the cminent Dr,
Karl Miochnnam, Professor Emoritus of the University of Hihnerfctt.

Profcssor Michniam is probably most wcll known for his recent introduction of
what he has tormed Volks-Soziolozlc, Follcwing the maxim that the parspeetive of
knowledge is noecssarily delimited by the genarul culturc, he has attempted to
avoid thc blascs of the Soclology currcontly being olaboratced in the Gesellschoft
univorsitics and has attamptcd & return to the Gemeinschaft pcerspectivo of analysise
This mode of analysis has 1ts well-known prodecessers in othcr of tho behavierzl
scicﬁcos, cspecially in wundtts vBlkornsycholdgte and in the analysis of arche.
typos by Jung.

Esscntially, Profs Michnnom's thosis is that sociotal truths ore most cloar-
ly reflected in tho universal commentarics to be found in the various folk litera-
turcse Thesec truths have found thcir focal polnt and grcatest rcefincment In the
universal proverbs found through cross-—culitural exominationss (1)

Bascd on this formulation, Prof. Michnnam attcmpted d content analysis of
tho folk litcraturc of doversl socletiocs, Through ¢ compilation of the frequency
flgures on those ophorlsms, he dovcloped a ranking systan (the Michnnam Aphorism
Rank Coefficicnt Scale, or MARCS) which theorectically roflects thc intensity of
medning for cach of these sayings for their socictios, Differonces in these rank-
ings damonstrato tho naturc of soclal rcality as viewed by thesc soclctios, How-
ever, thc unlque and startling aspoet of Dr, Mlehnnam's work wus his discovery that
cortain Universal Aphorisms had the sam¢ MiRCS scorce This was to be the cssonco
of Volks-Soziologie. (2) ¢

Following the well-estoblished format, Prof. Michnnem has attempted a formali-
zation of hils theory by devcloping a matrix system showing the major processes and
properties of various scales of social systems, and he has tricd to relate thcse
dphoristic veritics to thcse dimonsions, Following arc same examples of thesc pro-
positions as formally stated, ;

! (continuecd on . 1s)

(1) - Prof. Michnnam's inspiration for this thcory occurred under rather intere
esting circumstanccs, L4 young freshman student in onc of his introductory courses
was having difficulty in undcrstonding tho postulate that the relationship betwoen
slzc of a soclal system and 1ts efficloncy varics with other intervening variables,
Finally, after much clessroom discussion, thc student asked, "Oh, you mean *mony
hands makc 1light work® but 'too many cooks spoil thc broth!?" Prof. Michnnom!
patiently explained that ulthough such o proverb does supcrficially expross the pose
tulcte quitc well, 1t is simply an intuitive and simplistic generalizaotion basod on
canon cxpericnee; whorcas the postulatce 1s an cxplicit articulation cmanating from
anpirical roscarche That same afternoon, Prof. Michnnam was conducting a graduate
saninar in balance theorye Tho discussion had contered cbout the conflicting ro=-
sults of various oxporimonts citede Onec of tho studcnts laughed and comncnted, "It
secms to bo a caso of whothcer 'birds of a feather flock together' or tpolitics make
strange Bodfollowse'" Fram such trivia to major theorios ofton devclop in the
minds of goniuscs! (Cf., "mighty oaks from littlc acorns cte,") .

(2) - Vide: K. Michnnem, Volks-Soziologic (Lcipzig, Kleinc Goldene Bicher,
1962), Also, K, Michnnam, ot al., Symposium on the Sociology of M. Gooso {Neuw
York, Littlc Big Bocks, 1963).
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SCIENCE &ND SGMETHING ELSE

¢ 4% S AR rcvier by Tohn Boardman ;

¢

"thn Seclonce from Creantionts faco "What is. lost Ln flooting senti-
~Enchantmept's.veil withdraws, ) ment is more than rogained in the feel=
“hot lovely visions yleld their ing of intellcctual socurity ‘afforded
. .. place : “ by the scientific attitude,..For in the
To cold. matorial lawsi" « majestic growth of scioncey anelytical
in its cxXperimentel groping.for detail
- Thomas Cempbell ' syntlstic in-its swcoping generalisa-
. : " tilons, we arc watching at lcast one as=
¢ - ur pect of the humaon mind, which may be

= bolievod to Have a future of dizzy
: holghts and nearly unlimited parfocta-
biiity. ]

- Sveiln Rosscland

SPIRITS, STARS, AND SPEILS: The Profits and Perils of Magle, hy L, Spraguc and
Catherine C, de Cemp, $5.95, Canaveral Press,

A perpetual puzzle are tho "something-olsors", Thoese arc meoplc whe can look
at the rieh diversity of the matorial world, at tho greoat questions whiek have Bcen
answered ond the grcat onos whieh remaln as yot unanswered, whe can turn unenmpre-
hending oyos. to the stere,,tho twlsting paths of ncutrinos, the puzzle of the gene~
tic endo, and the barcly explored frontiers of human msychology, and who cgn turn
away fram, K this rieh vista wilth:dlsdain and say, "This can't bo all, Thoro nust, ke
Somothing Elscl"™ .ind so thoy turn away, ints fantastic mummerics, :in search of
Phantnsme pemoratod in their own brains o1 In tho emperstitions of the nneients,

Theso arc the magicigna — nnd, as the de Comps uso the torm, ‘it includgs ypro-
phots, alechemists, numorologists, spiritualists, and those modgrns who ‘clook the
wiZordries of provtous gonorations of magicians in sciontifiovlargon and try to
pass the result off as "Extra-Scnsory Perception", Then two first—class anglytic
ninds are turncd on theso suporstitions; and strip thcm of thc adulntion which
their followers bestow on them, tho result-ls a paradc of wretched delusions which
arousc no emotions but pity or laughtor. Not since Dre Mackay wroto Extroordinary
Popular Delasions gnd tho Madness of Crowds over a contury ago has such a carnivaol
of lunacloes boon oxposed to the light,

The de Camps go into tho deeps of timo to exposc thc origins of magic. In
prchistorie times 1t 8caus to have boon an attempt to compel the forees of naturc to
dc the bdidding:of humans, Both rcellgion and scioncc*eVentually grow out of this
practico - whieh 1s why tho oguthors obscrve that "despito what you may have heard to
the contrary, maglc is tho world!s oldest profession"., But nagic diffors from
sclence in its supernaturalism, and from religion in that 1t trles to compol,
rather than inplore, the "spirits",

OMon the proponcnts of maglcians present thoir alleged dceds with insufficlent
background material, leaving the listener to think that "there must be something to -
it".~ Full analysis is the best refutation of these claims, as the de Cempe show re-
peatedly In the course of this book. They examine in detail the conJurations of an -
Lfrican-witch doctor, Mother Shipton's famous "prophecy" ,  the verses of Nostrademus,
the Rosicrueians, the Elizabethan warlock John Dee, and such relatively modern
magical frouds os animal mognetism, Christian Scienes, Spiritualism, ond the pre-
posterous, Yelenu Blavatskaya, whose career in real life would have becn rejected as
incredible had it been written up as fiction. Under the pitiless scrutiny of the
authors, the frauds and Impostures practiced by these magicians aore Prought cut to
dispel the credullty disseminated Ly their latter-day followers and successors.

The de Camps conclude by sadly observing that mogie is still very much alive



must.be

' 18

at present. Many of thc maglc sects of previous centuries are still alive today,
as are such ercations of the tewnticth century as Ballordfs "I Am" movement,

or Rhinets "Extra-Sensory Pgrceptlon" and its attempt to stom 1ts way into the

- scientific journals, The authors characterize magic in our timec as- "a parasitic
and anti-social institution, capaeble of Inflicting harm on mankinde. Under its in-
fluonce, ignorant people gilvo up thelr life's savings, sametimes even break up
their marrioges, and often loose touch with reallty, Worsc still, thoy blindly
follow any number of medical quacks, risking and losing not only thoir own lives
but also the lives of their innoccnt childrene"

Spirits, Sturs, and Spells bolongs on the bockshelf of overy scienco-fiction
roadere.s Since s~f and fantasy fans arc morec than camonly recoptive to new ldeas,
and arec used to mmgical ldcas in fiction, the udvocates of various sorts of magle
often try to prosolytize anong than, The case against maglc is more rarely found
cxprossod in detall, and refutations raroly catch up with the beliofs against which
they* are dircctods ' This bock will help fans place in botter perspective the claims
of whatcver now.moglecal fads may be foistod on theam by the Campbells and Bubbards
of tho prosent and futurc.

VOIKS-SOZIOIDGIE

¢ (continued from p. 14)

: #18. 9ize and officiency .ere positively correclated whon.task efficleoncy re-~
quircs a relatively large number of items of information that can be absorbed and
rocallod' "Two heoads are botter than onc.”

#27, Alionution is directly rclated to mobility: "A rolling -stone gathors ro
mosse™ -

#43, The rate of supcrvision is invorsely rclated to thc ratc nnd quallty of
production for creative tasks: "A watched pot neveor boils,"

#69, The saliency of an attitudo is directly rclated to tho degree of proxi-
mity and positive valence of the attitudo objcect to the.person within the life
space of the subjoet: "Out of sight, out of mind."

"8l. Opcrational definitions of evaluativo responses must be incorporated
into the mothodology of descriptive soclology bascd on the pragmotic behuvioral
relations of intcraction: "Protty is as protty does." a :

2

SQMETHING FOR THE OBJECTIVIST

"Corresponding to this exclusiveness 1s thees.Law of the Exeluded Middise
'A thing 18 either A or not-Aj; 1t cennot be both; 1t cannot be neither,! The equi~
valent of this 1in everyday language would be, 'If an animal is & horse, it cannot
be some other animalj if it 18 somue other animal, it cannot be a horse; and no ani=-
manl can be neither a horse nor scme other apimal ~ 1t must be one or the other.'

"This law of thought mskos very good sense, It is common sense, in fact, Un-
t1l we _begin to think about mules. wWhat is that beastio, aecording to the Lau of
the LExcluded Middle? It 1s neithor one thing nor tho other; it is both, It vio=-:
latcs tho neatly drawn categorios of horse and not-horsc. It would be consoling if
wc could abolish it as a contradlction in terms; but it stands there' stubbornly all
the same - head down, mean=looking, and uttering an occasional bray to prove the
point of its oxistencoe"

= Michacl Girsdansky
Thc Advonturc of Languago, pe 16
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THINGS THAT GO BWMP IN THE M.ILBOX
These letters of cament on previous lssues of.KNOWABLE arc printed <.
approximately in tho order that thoy wero received. Datcs are glven
whore known, Tho comments of the cditor aro ingicated by double par-

onthesess « 5
LEE JACOBS, Box 91, ‘Morietta, Goof'gi& 30060¢ Thanks for all tho zines that
you have sent mo throughout the past year. ™ They havo.loen uniformly lcgible, pro=-
vogative in contont; and emjoyablo roéeding,. However your campalgn.to boycott the
prozinos who darc to -charge sufficlent coyaer- price to kocp in-businoss eould be in- .
torprotedi as being~in favor of a Consumor Hevols, afc you trying to bring prossure
for. a Government Subsidy for Scilence Fiction/Imaginativo Idtorature? Fith such:an
attitude, ono could beliovo® that you arc not. in favor of:Mom, Apple Pic, Tho
Beatles (an open Foreign' Policy), or tho imorican Position in Scuth Viet Nam.

{(The inercase-of prozinc prices can only drive aay new recders, and as the -
prozinc readerships decline, new writers wlll also be driven oway. It-has heen )
suggested that the yrozino is dying, anyhow, and that from.now on paperbacks will
be the principal medium for science~-fictioh., But paperbacks have no roar' for
short stories, editorisls,-lottor co]:umn.s, scisneo~fact a.uticles, or the writer
who has not yot ostuhlished himself; K& buyors’ strike .Agaihst high-priced ‘pro=
zines may not be the best answer, but is thore any other way to block the 'npparent
efforts of thelr publish.ers to- prLce tharfselvos out of tholr- market®)) - >

L] St "

A SCOTT, 2506 Shenandoah Lo, cimrl.otte, N..cn 28205: KNOWABLE #7 R et he
"Splash!" was TFeolly' interesting, ~Funny, %oo, since usualty science ortdcles I
stort and soorn ‘glve up i‘rom boredom. You writo good, lucid proso. ;" i b

Robert L. W. Lowndes!: lotter s Ef Len ( [Balles)) was ‘defoniing G lory. Road,
thon 1t 1s likely that I would have ugrcod with what he wroto - sinco, our stf
tastes oro usually a lot alikes: And you, Can.add me to the "I Don't Cere, I liked
Glory Road Soeloty" roster,. I just found it greet fun-to rcad. ALfter all, wasn't
it only really a satire on *sword ond sorecry stories anyway? _

KNOWABLE #8 ~ I'd like to know oxactly what the limits of "ucquired chormc- !
terlstles" are as you usc the texrm 1n "inhoritance of acquired characterdstics",

I rcmombor rending in tho Scilence and Math Leekly that experiments with planaria
had shown tho difforentiation botweon acquircd and inhoritod or genctic chgracter-
isties was not as clear as was oncc thought

It seoms they trained a planaria in a Pavlovian mannor to rospordia ccrtain
way to l;ghto Thon thoy cut tho planarie in half and the two halwzos, after regon=
oration, both 'showed the samo specific reaction with lighte If I rcmember corroet- -
ly, this continued to be "Iinhorited", though growing in dircct proportion less :
positive, oven unte tho third and :t‘ourth gonorations,

This may to cxplicablo through the fact that the rcproduction here 1s not
scxual, but I think it's intorosting nonetheloss, and may bo significant,

((Prosumably the training.of the planaria - I prefer the 4nglo-Saxon name
"flatworn" for these creatures ~ had imprinted itsolf on thc germ plasm in such a
way that 1t replicated itsclf upon rcgencration, In somo of these exparimonts,
traincd flatworms were choppod up and fed to untrained ones, which then proceeded
to oxhibit somc of thec sgmo conditioning. Obviously the imprint survived the di-
gestlve process. It now seems that hereditury factors other than genes mey be af-
fecting tho processes of hcredity, and geneties may have to be modifiod by the 1n-
clusion of a highly qualified form of Lamarckism, This, howover, no more verifics
the speculations of Lomarck and LyserXko than the atomie theory verificd the Bpecu-
lations of Demokritos and Lucretiuso))

Sp4 EARL E, EVERS, US 51 533 159, 269 Sig Co (Sve), APO 58, New York, N. Y.
090582 ‘I don't remar_lber getting your petition agalnst paying more than 50¢ for a
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prozine, If I did I'd sien it, though I don't think you're directing your pro-
test at the root of the problem, The problem is therc isntt a prozine around
worth two bits' these days, let alone fifty or sixty cents, 4nd I couldn't even
start to suggest a solution to that., You'd have to have a blg enough rcadership
to pay SF authors rcal money, thon you'd have to find the authors, with no train-
ing ground for SF guthors other than thc fonzines and Mundania, I think 1t would
takc o long time to find then,

"The Mcaning of Weightlessness" appealed to me more than most of your KNOi=-
ABLE -scicnee crticles; I could at least understand it readily, and the subject of
"Lwelghtlessness" has sdme imnedigey to 1t that more theorctical speculations lack,
( That ‘sounds strange cauing from a Fantasy fan, but cven the furthest-out SF and
Fantasy 1s conccrned with people or similar beings and thelr cnviromenta) Your
discussion of definitions of welght and mentlon of the offects of welghtlessness
on on our astrqnauts so fgr werc intarosting, but you didn't give your opinion on
the first .quostion I'd ask 1f such a topic wero brought upe From the avallable
dota, would prolonged "wolghtlossnoss" in spaoc have major physlologlcal offects,
or would it be a ninor matter of adaptation like acclimnatization to the arctic or
tropies or extrome gltitudes? (Yos, I know that anyone who has suffered through
such a najor change of onviromcnt wouldn't{ likc my calling it "minor"”, but there
are no large or peornanent physiologienl changes involveds )

((Thero Just isn't cnough known yot to cnablo sciontists to answcr this
question. - But scc Plerre Boulle's short story "L'fnour ot le Pesanteur" for an
aausing speculation on this topic.))

"Tho Higher Racisn" points out scmcthing I've always wondcrod about - all
scicnees and all arts have -been used to cxpross thoeir practitionars?! prejudicos
and follies, But anthropology and soololo.y sean to bo the only ones that have :
sufferoed from it. I realize almost all tho ocarly sociologists and anthropolo-
glsts werc raclsts, but at that particular pecriod, wasn't necarly everyono?

((PreJudioas propogated by the students of human hercdlty and society have
norc danaging offcets than thosc propagated By sclentists of othor disciplines,

If an’astrononer professes tho Vellkovsky theory, nothing is harmed but his own .
profcssional reputation. If o physician installs a Drown machine in his office,
only his paticnts are tho sufferors, But if an anthropologist or a sociologist
usos his profeossional stending to propugate a racist theory, it is uscd ty con=-
servative leglslators in an attaupt to Justify racilal soegregation or rostrictive
Irnigratlon policices., Tho writings of the Nordie supranacists Madison Grant ond
Lothrop Stoddard were used to support the National Origins Quota Acts of 1921 and
1924, Racist scholars such as Henry Garrett, Carlcton Coon, or Gesloy George, are
nov being uscd wy whito supranacists in a last dosporate attaapt to proscrve racial
scgregation in the South,

((About o month ago I woas mceting with manbers of the othor scicnce deportnonts
of Brocklyn Collcgo to sclect studcnts to bo nminated for mambership in Sigma x1,
the equivalent among sclentists of Phi Beta Kappa, One anthropology major whoso
nane came up, who planned to be a physieal anthropologist, was cited by onc mamber
of the comnittec as an actlvist in tho student protest movencnt. I rauarkcd that,
considoring tho idiocics which physical anthropologists of former gecncrations had
coused to be parpetratod in the world of scholarship, it was about time that physi-
cal anthropologists of cgalitarian beliefs bogan showing ups Much to ny surpriso,
ny colleagucs from tho bioldgical and social seioncos warnly supported these sonti-
nents, ) )

Onc question I'1} ask = docs tho "higher racisn" actually help the cause of
racisn now that it hea descendod from an slmost universol belief to one strongest
coong the lower class of minds and educations? Most of thp racists Ifvo mot (and
I've net most of then right here in the Lrmy - thoy get along fine under Negro
NOO's and Officors, and don't hesitate to assceiato with Nogroos in all phases of
their lives,. but they talk a8 ugly as anything in The Thunderbolt i1f you got enocugh
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of than togother) have been the sort of people who would be moro likely to op-
posc than support something espoused by any loarned authority, That 1s if they
evor even reand-or heard of such authorities, The sort who say "Bullshit!" auto~
natically to anything endorsed by the Army, the government, or anyono remotely
connected with a schocl,

((Be that as it may, conscrvative publications all trunpet forth the viocws of -
any sciontist ~ or eoven pscudo-scientists such as Carlton Dutnam =~ who speaks in
favor of white supremacy. "Respoctable" conservative publiestions such as Modern
4ge and National Review, less restrained ones like New Fatriot and ijestern Destlny,
‘and the really far-out ones like The Thunderbolt, all make rmuch of the racist an~
thropologist.))

Oh yos, isn®t racial or rcligious tolerancc in itsclf & prejudiee, a complote-
1y emotional bolicf? Yes of course the oquality of all races in intelllgence, am=
bition; ctco has been proven falrly well from a numbor of different angles, but
suppose just the opposite turned out to be true as methods of gathoring data about
pergonality and intelligenco are improved? what would you dc then? (I would
c¢ling to my own emotionsgl little bellef and still treat pceople only as individuals
and not judgo them as maibers of groups.)

{(Quite so, Tho avorago American may bo taller than the average Japanese,
but a slx=~foot-tall Japanese 1is still six foct tall,))

"Thoe Slaughtor Houso" was run-of-the-mill fanflction, I axpect better of
KNOWABLE, "Tho Story" didn®t go atywhers thish, but it went around in readable,
intoresting circlos, Might bec a Shane if a round robin dlid go cnywhere; 1t pro-
bably wouldn't ever gct back.

" Say, I've ncvor heard your opinfons on gold flow and the prosent state of the
country. Itve heard a lot of millionuires are getting out of tho atock market and
so on, but I havenft hcard why. All I hear 1s a lot of propaganda about "Don't
tuy on the French economy, 1t causes gold flow end hurts the country". But why
now? Tourism and spending by the troops abroad hasn't increasecd that much, has
1t? -Maybe we gre in for a mejcr depression - I don't know enough about econcmics
to read the” sym.ptomso I think tho subhjoct is at least worth a discussion in
KNOVABLE or FOINTING VECTOR.

((One of my colunns for KIPPLE, shortly to be published in that 'zine, specu-~
lates what would happen 1f there landed on govermment property a gold meteorite
largo onough to pormit the payment of the national debt and the gold convertibil-~
ity of)?. S. currency. -The rosult would be a staggering inflation and cconcmic
chaos, :

SETH JOHNSON, 339 Stiles St., Vaux Hzll, N, J. 07088 (23 Septembor 1965):

Ono thing about your campaign to limit the prico of prozines to 50¢, Has 1t oc~-
curred to you that 1t°s not the price of the prozines that has gone up but the
valuc of your dollar that has shrunk, Isolating Seience Fiction prozines from tho
oconcrile laws likc that can only mean death of Sclence Fiction prozines if it sue-
coeds., Tho caupaign should be against inflation in general if snything,

Consider for a ncment, Ziff-Davis gave up both Amazing and Fantastie mainly
becausc 1n spite of the price incroase they couldn't make ends meet on the two
mogs. Tho new publishers have gono bi-monthly with both of tham in attempt to
cut down the returns ond keep them on tho racks a little bit longer, ((They have
also coused thelr quality to plurmot,)) Astoundalog itsclf wos sold by Strecet and
Smith for much the sgme reasons,

In other words 1f you remamber the last Lunacon and consider the prophecy by
Wollhelm that in ten years there will be no prozines, And this could end Seience
Fletion altogether if you consider most of the pocketbook publishers gerner their
novels from the prozines. With no prozines being pubbed and only the menger royal=
ty tho pocketbooks would offer I fear the authors themselves would start writing
detective and whodunits leaving Scionce Fictlon to emateurs and hasckwrlters, Take
a look at Badger books of England for an example of what that would be like.
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“hat Scicnce Fiction really neecds 1s a prozine like tho old Argosy all-Story
beckly that cano out overy weck and carried four book length novels ot a tine as
sorialB, Some in two parts but sanetimes going up to elght parts, Result was
this mag hed more aovels from 1ts pages published In hard covers than any of the
-really blg magsa :

" . TWith such a mag the pocketbooks and their publishers would have 52 good to
terrific with porhaps a few medlocro novels to bid for cach year., The outhors
would have a markct that could tske enough of thelr output to warrant their
really writing full time. ind as I understand it very few Sclence Fiction authoras
nake their living fron writing Science Fiction,

well this is an old subject with me and I°ve written it up in any number of
* 10C's to any number of faneds, ond can't rouse riuch enthusiasm for 1t. But 1t
would be the solution to the dllicmmo Science Fictlon finds 1tself in today.

Your scionce ond physics articles have gene over my head too for that mattor,
But novortheless I%ve enjoyed rcading than and always hopc at scmo future date
perhaps sonc measurce of understanding will appeac,

It night be interesting thorvgh tc canvass your readers and find out just what
the goneral comprohension level aciually is. At least bresk it down into percon-
tages, .

You know aftor that wonderful talk on sllk screen printing by Pordita at the
Lunacon I sort of wish she would really urite up sort of & fan textbook on the sub-
Ject, Or perhaps a better idea would be a fan toxt bock on publishing, The nmechan=-
1cal dotails on purchas?. servicing, and maintenance of mimeographs, spirit dupli-
cators, and even the hektograph, xll thls would be of no particular interest to
elder fon, dut 1t sure would be a wondorful thing for tho newcomers as they come
drifting into fandcm eager to try their own luck and abillity in fan publishing,

I sec you're backing a New York bid for the 1967 worldCon, Boston is also
conteanplating such a bid and this 1s one city that never had the worldcon before.
Reason I find 1t attractive 1s that thore 1s 50 rmch sightseeing and rubdberneck
tours to be taken in Boston and the vicinity.

I wonder 1f you havo scen or know anything about the Press and Print mimeo-
graph, This 1s a real simplo mimeo that opecrates something like tho old platen
press .only in form of sort of a metal bock. You have to ink the pad by hand and
then can get up to fifty clcar coples according to the advertiscment. I couldn't
quito moke out though 1f you had to removo tho stencil to re-ink tho pad if you
wanted anothor fifty coples and wondared 1f you knew about this. If the thing
reelly works Ifd like to apply for thc agency but do not want to victinize ncofens
who would be the maln customors for the thing, Still the thing solls retail for
leoss than twenty dollars so would rcally be a boon to tho beginner fanocd,

((I know nothing about this mcens of duplication., Perhaps somo roaders of
KNO.LBLE can. answer Soth's quostions about it.))

well, that's about 1t for this round, Pormit mo to hope you've changed your
nind and will continue to publish KNOGABLE for all time to conce It is one of tho
fow boacons In tho black tide of reaction and all too many fanzines of late are
taking on a rightist tinge I do not approciato-

({I nhave no plans to ond KNOTLBLE., 4s I%ve announced on pa 12, I will scon
tominate POINTING VECTOR, However, I plan to give my progressive political and
ceoncriic views amplo play in ny Kipple coiurn and in lettors of comment to the poli-
tlcolly oriented fanzines, You are right, though, about a distressing mmber of
conservative fans. Two southern neos in TLPS hoap praise upon the sheoted heads of
the Ku Klux Klan, and o northcrner in the some apa 1s liberal only in his use of the
word "nigger",))

JUDY GLLTTSTEIN, 457 Marletta Place, Pittsburgh, Penn, 15228 (28 Sept, 1965):
Paul foundlthe following want ad for you: '
(Electronics liorld. Oct, 1964) Copyrighted theory gravitation caused »y push-
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ing radiation from the stars. Important spaco age Inplications, $1.00 refundable,
Carnahan, 4407 Avenue H, Austin, Tex s,

HARRY .4RNER Jr., 423 Swnit Ave., Hagerstown, Md. 21740 (10 October 1965):

If I didn't¢ miss sanething important in your ossay on wcightlessness, I assume that
the mrian bddy would react as well 1n a gravity-immunc condition like interstellar
space as 1t doés in tho froo fall situation during nulti-day orbital flights, ((as
far os wo can prescntly toll, this is eorroct.)) So I wish you would have gone
into one othor mattor: why thc hurion »ody docsn't udilize the effects of gravity in
any vital way to operate, whon this grevity 1s a constant factor in all clinates
-and at all timos., Evon hens usc 1t, to lay eggse Could thc answer be the acclden=—
tal retention of physloleglcal procedures left over from our water-residing ances-
tors that 'have never ‘been Junked and replaced by something better since we've been
out on dry lend? Maybe that®s why we don't get vislted by croatures from othor
planets, Maybe carth 1s unique for its intelligent life arising out of the water
and everywhere else the ®ems haven't flgured out how to Burvive without gravity
conditions during long trips that wreck tholr different internal processes, Yes,

I knou they could rotate their spaceships to croate an illuslen of gravity but
naybe the notion of going out into welghtless arcas frightens them so nuch they
.cant't think clearly about solutions for *the problai,

~ ((Had the land-dweclling animals possessod gravity-dependent organs or in-

ternal processecs, 1t would have retarded their occupatjon of almost every ecolo-
glcal niche of the dry land and air. Could: there be a single gravity—-dependent
mechaniem that would serve équally well mankind, the sloth, the bat, the splder
monkey, and the seal? This is an interesting topic, though, and I would welcame

a letter of comment or, better, an article, from any bilologist in the crowd,))

"The Sleughter House" didn't make too great an effect on me, I'm afraid, be-
cause I neticed that 1t was only a page long and suspected that there might be
some kind of a punch' linee That made it easy tb guess the situations I question
the practicality of this kind of butchering, unless Dur belonged to a race of very
small ,or weak creatures, ((Like, perhaps, the thrintun in Larry Niven's Hugo-
worthy "World of Ptavvs" (HWorlds of Tomorrow, March 1965).)) We don't go to all
that trouble when we butcher hogs eor kill any other animals small enough to be
handled without strong mechanical contrivances,

There are quite a few exceptlons to Earl' Evers' theory that the best fan wri-
ters and artists are prefessionals, If you leave out of consideration g rare and
1solated salo, thare are such highly regarded fan writers as Willds, Berry, Ro%s-
lor and Eney who are amateur writers, If your question mark after Buck Coulson's
name mean you feel hc wes misidoptified, you may not know that he has worked for
many years as a technlcal writer. It may not be his present work, since I think
he's changed jobs, Maybe the prevalence of people who write professionally among
the higher-rating fan uriltérs 1s caused.at least in part by the manner in which
selling prose puts a person in the habit of wrlting even when he doesntt feel likso
sitting down and pounding a typewriter. @uite possibly a lot of these pros wouldn't
continue to write for the fanzines, 1f they wereh't reconciled to the ordeal of
writing at times when they'd rather do anything else, '

It's rare that I find myself in fwxll sgroecment with Don Wollheim, PRut he has
stated exactly the things I've been afrald to try to put into words about Lysenko,.
A couple of examples he might have added: Thd quick way in whieh crows lcarn to fear
a man carrying a rifle, and the manner in which foxes, I've read, Began t6 run along
rallroad reils when the steam cars arrived because dogs couldn't follod their scent
on the metal,

_ Nothing rereadeble outside Astounding in the prozines before 1939% ((0r so
8ald Nate Bucklin-in_the last KNOWABLE.)s Aside from the znthologized excéptions
that he notes, T can think of many stories that we'd le poorer for not having en=-
countereds Most of the early Ceampbell novels. The Stranger Club stories »y Lau-~
rence Manning. Dr. David Keller's shorter storles, still curiously gripping once
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you get accustomed to the.nalve wrlting style and some awful bloopers like the sug-

+ g8stion that "history" was derived from "his story". ((W¢ll, compare the French
histoire, which means Both "story" and "history".)) Prectieally all of Wolnbaum
except the novels. (Ezcept?)) No, I'm wrqng there, come %Q think of 1t; Astound-
_Ang pubdblished quite a few of his skorts. Well, the first Weinbeaum, ‘anywWay, O%

- course, the rcal problem is that theso stories arc old enough to Bec old-fashioned
out mot old enough to be classics from a canplctoly alicn past, so we laugh at
‘most ©f thom, ~ Walt another quertor-ccntury, and fans Fill be ' raving over those -
eerly prozinc issues as thoy - DpwW fcol rospoc@ful towards Fclls and London fan-
tuslos,

((London's mhc Assassination Buroau didn'? attract any rave reviews whon 1t

-was rocently discovercd and published, And no one enthuses over his 1914 story
“Tho Unparallolod Invasion” exccpt the John Birch Scocloty, which:in its monthly
drwericen Opinion praises it as. .o farocast of an "inevitable" war with China, . But
his 'The Iron Heel fcmains as.a startlingly accuratc forccust of Fascism, written-
at & timo when most imerican Socialists blandly -supposed that the existing order
would blithely lic down and lot tham teke over,))

es«I hope that the poll shcet you encloscd 18 the real thing, Tho fan poll
group orgenizod threc ycars asgo scocms to have potrified. But the numbor of votes
will undoubtedly ®e cut by onc-half or two-thirds bocause so many fans will doelde
1t's impossible to remember whith outbursts of fansc und what fanzine issucs oc=
curred’ in en era ranging from nine to twonty-ono months ago.

' JAMES TURNER, 144-C &ramér Hall, Pershing Group, University of Missour{,
Columbia, Mo, 65202 (13 Oct, 1965):° XNOWABLE #9 arrived quite some time ago, of
course, and it should bé¢ Dave Hall whots writing this loc. But ho's at class now
S0 I'm writing 1t for both of us.

- sThere's not a whole lot I can intclligontly comment on. I've only bden in fan-
dom o few months so I can't roully expound on the Breen Mess, oxdept to say thet it
looks to me, from what T've heard, that Walter Broen got himself rallroaded in a
grand mannar, I'm told that he isn't the most llkeple person in existence dut,
ulso from what I've read, fans tend to have a higher opinion of kim than they do of
the man who considers hbm a pervert, ((Donaho, who ran for TAFF last year on a
"Kcop Fandom Purc" platform, got only 22% of the vote.)) If Breen 1s somcone with
a taste for young boys and 1f this 1s as apparecnt as Donaho scems to think 1t s
volumes ‘therefore have becn spokon about Donsho, Q

¢ T highly commend you on 'your article on "The Meaning of Weightlossness", This
sort of thing has ncver becon one of my strong pginte - to my great sorrow. That
fact 1s tho reason I can't rcally say anything pertineut,

ess.Pon Solon doesn't writc badly at all = in fact, for fan fiction, he's darn

gcodes But "Tho Slaughter Honse" was rather old hat and I spotted the girmick. by
the ‘time the first puragraph had endeds I must, however, compliment him on tho
gencral case and skill of his writing style. If ho keeps working at it, he tould
well make 1t pro someday,.

JAMES SiNDERS, 180 E, 88th St., New York, N, Y. 10028! "The Meaning of weight-
lessncss: I think I have found a major flaw (well, 'okay, a minor flaw) in your two
car parable. You would not have to check tho surrounding features to tell if the
two .cars were being accelerated at the same rate, If you foel an accecloration
(and this is usually edbily dotcrminecd by intarnel feelings, certainly morc: easily
then by checking tHt surrounding arca) and yot the other car is ut rest in rela-
tion to you, then you know that you arec both belng accelerated at the samd rate,.
It would only be nooessary to check surroundings to tell if you arec at'rsst in re-
lation to the gPound or 1f*you are in motion, .

({This proceAurc would substitute rofcrence to intornal physiologlcdl Toac—
tions for reference to ecxternel signposts, The principle 1s the same - some ex-

.
t
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porimont must be porformed to determine whether you are, or are not, accelorating
with respoct to a dosignatod frame of rofcrcnces))

4s for tho soxwal foelinga being felt in weightlessness, you did notice that
rccent astronauts have gone up in pairs; and that they admit to teking thelr suits
off, 4ny inplieations drawn from this are your own rcsponsibility certainly I em
not suggesting anything,

I would be intorested to sec a 1list of thosc novels, shorts, and writors who
reoceived some of these Junior votos.

((well, somc credit may append to placing sccond for a Hugo, but I can't ima-
gino anyone wanting to bo second for a Junior, or having the fact generally known,))
3 You might mention that the "In Days of Olde.." sorles will be appearing in
Zeus, starting with the first 5 in Zeus #2. ((Zeus 1s Sanders' genzino. The
series "In Days of Olde.." appcared originally in my sPA~F *zinc DAGON, and deals
with the pulps of the lato '40's and carly '50's,))

On the lottor column:

Smith: I dispute with you tho oxistcnec of tho mysticel concept of recose I
claim that, with the messive interbrocding, as well as wlth the scemingly nore and
more cortainty of tho motion that thorc was basically onc humen racc at tho segin-
ning with various physiclogieal differencos showing up after an early dispersion,
that tho wholc concept is meaning-froc.

((Unless Sarge Smith and I wero wrong on our solc point of agroecment, -the
non-existence of #lifc aftor death, your rcbuttal will not reach him. He pulled
the other foot into tho grave over a year ago, and probaebly kneed the Angel of
Death in the groin as he went.

({Arthur George Smith was tho "Sargo Smith" to whem Helnlein dedicated Star-~
ship Trooper. As Smith made elear in his letters to Kipple, he belicved that
only a man who voluntceors for militery sorvice is fit to be a e¢itizen, Heinlein
mado this one of the major olemecnts in tho socloty of his novel.))

Various: On thce Fohl mags, I classify them as possible tho top of the fiocld,
with only 4nalog closc, iorlds of Tomorrow is tho surprisc. Dospite printing such
horrors as tho Henderson trash "The Iffectivos", and tho Roynolds botch "Of Godlike
Powor" (and I am a Roynolds fan) it has maintainod a high avorage by printing
flrst-rate storlcs likc "Vorld of Ptavws", thc two Dick masterploeccs (and.probably
his best two) "All Wo Mersmen" and "Project Plowshgroe™, thce Riverworld scrles by
Farmer,® and a fow others. Thoy Seenm to vary from Kugo-desorvers to Junior-desor-
vqys(, Galaxx has bcon pretty bad rocently, oven though 1t has the greatost book
roviewor 1n s-f history, rotwithstending Damon Knight. If has ®cen coming up with
good stuff, though nothlng great, ==

~wollheim: I think that oventually 1t will be found that Lyscnko and Derwin
wero both partly right. ((Yes, particularly now that 1t appears that the gene is
not thc only mechanism for transmitting horeditary characteristics,))

48 for the Con, horm. I don't know who I am supporting in 67, I am slowly
growing discnehanted with Now York, Syracusce 1s laughable, Chalker turns me off
Baltimore, and I don't know Boston's capabi.iitlies. If thoro 1s a decent Boskono
I will support them, 1f not, then Now York or Baltimore.

. ((Now that the Boston WorldCon committoc has lied to the 8heraton hotel chain,
tclling them that Boston already had tho '67 jorldCon sewcd up, I think we know &
little more about Boston's capabilities. Sec Focal Point #21 for detalls,))

Bucklin: My favorite years for 4LSF aro '60 and the mid '50's, but I don't have
any of the early '40's stuff.

Solon: Since when 1s soclology a science, Johnh?

{(It 13 as much of u sclonco now as physics was 400 years ago, and as much pro=
gross remains to be made., It 1s a branch of psychology, which is a branch of physio=-
logy, which 18 a brunch of zoology, andé thus perfectly capable of being called a
scionceos) )




RICILRD D. MULLEN, Apte 11, 525 South 6th St., Tcrre Hauto, Ind. 47807 (25
January 1966): Your idoa of boycotting magazinos tha®t sell for moro than 50¢
strikes me as ridiculous: I'd bec glad to pay 75¢ or a dollar or moroc if such a
price would enableo the publishers to put out better magazines,

((Well, ars today's 55¢ and 80¢ magazines bottor than they were when thoy
cost 25¢ or 35¢%))

-JWC probably considcrs himsclf a conservativo, but many of the ideas ox-—
pressed in his editorials and 1n tho stories’' that he prints scem to e to. belong
more to tho loft than to tho right; thoy arc a pcoculiar mishmash. snalog is st111
the best of tho scionco~fiction magazines - which, indeod, I supposc you and your
fricnds rocognizc by voting it tho worst,

Your plecc in #9 on "The Higler Racism" migh% woll have mentioned The Congcpt
of Baee (sshloy Montegu, od., Frco Press of Gloncoo, 1964), a collection of arti-
clés decmonstrating (to my satisfectlon, ab least) thait tho concept of races = or

"subspeccleos” -~ is untcnable., . magazino such as yours might well publish an erti-
clo on race ds o pscudo-scior-. in-seience-fiction., ((Any. volunteers?)) 1In his
recont plece on the scidnes-fictlon detcetivo ((Worlds of Tomorrow, January 1966))

Moskowitz passcs rather lightly over David H, Kollorfs "Tho Menaco" (Amazinﬁ
Storics Quarterly, Summor, 192€), which wes about as viciously racist as a story
can be ‘but which was far from unique in sciecnco-fictlon up .to and probably beyond
19305 cvon liolls once accepted the idea of the Inferiority of Negroes, ((wWhere?))
On"tho &ther hand, I remombor that Fred McIsaac {a pseudonym, I think), a prolific-
contributor to hrgos in the *20°s - not of scicnecfictlon - had one story which
acceptod the idea of racial cquality ard protesied diserimina*ion: not all pulp
writers at that timc wore ignorani in such ma‘ters, 4gain. although I have read
in onc or two plases lately that Darroughs was a Tacist, the little Burroughs that
I have reread does not hear out thal 1ldea. ({Sce particularly Jungle Tales of Tar-
zal.)) But herc I probably betray the faet that if I em o fan, I am a neofam, for
T have read none of thc probably very greal giantity of fan writing on Burroughs -
writing in which this quoestion has probably boun +thorodgh? 1y discussed,

EDITORIAL PRMLRKS (contimued from pe 3)

drive Walter Breen out of fendom u1 the besis ol vegie, coniradictory, end scurrilous
charges of immorality, has failed, awd its suthors were repudiated vy FiP4 and TLFF
votes, But“ in early 1965. Johi B. Speer revived the whole mess by printing, es de=
scribed in KNOWABLE #9, a resuna of vhe oLd charges and scme new ones, including a
number of outright lies.

" Apparently the Erxclusionizte arc not wiiliag Lo let th'®  Iaue die down, &nd
are trying to keep these cutrageous chargss alive. Though I, and most anti-Exclu~
slonists, were then Willirg to 1ive and lot live, the continued attacks by Exclusion-
ists gpparently will rot permit{ us this lazury. Sevéral of his fellow-Exclusionists
have ccme to the defcnse of Spoerfs lies. Morcover, wmost of them have begun a cam=~
palgn of similar innucnd s about Jeucs Tirizht, this timc on political rather than
scxual grounds. Just as they oacc claimod that -mcoi should be savod from Brecn!s
allogod scxual raficalism,- so they arc now iryirg to save fandom from Wrightts al-
lcged political radicalism. Like tho attcmpted Bréon oxelusion, most of tho discus-
sion of thc attamptod Wright oxclusion has beon earrled oa 1n tho Cult, and I prefor
to lcave tho deteils in the pagos of that mmatcur pross essceiation,

¢ But, s8incc the anti-Breen crow i uvawilling to lot the eomtroversy die down, I
have dcelded to kcep thom ldemtificd for tho benefit of now fans who have a right to
know who thdir potcntial slaudorors arg.. Frof now on. thc names of all Ixelusion-
ists will appoar in'my publications followed by-the lotter "X" for Bxclusionist,

(As 1t docs for the Black Muslims, this lettor will also scrve to mark bigots.) In

particular, this idcntifying initlal will follow the names of Bill Domaho (X), the

propostorous "Pabtriarch" of a soct of rcligicus crackpots, who led off the charac-—
(continucd on p. 50)

-
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MY REASONS FOR REPUDIATING ANAIOG
by Thamas O, Mallory
"As a loyal member of the human raés I have resolved
to give no further suprort to Analog. T. Oy Mallory, Box 6,

Sapello, N. M, 87745," - classified advertisement, Fantasy
and Science Fiction, February 1965,

For scme years, it has become increasingly obvious to me, a sentimeontally
attached ASF reader for more then twenty years, that Johi Ws Cempbell has two
gtrong antipathies = toward democracy and toward Negr9es& Furthermore, he has
been steadily increasing his efforts to find intellectual justification for his
prejudices and to recrult his readers to his causes. These efforts showed in the
selection of stories (I noticed scme propaganda stories and probably overlooked
the biases in many others), in the selection of letters to be printed, in edi-
torial ccmmenta following the letters, and in full-length editorials.

In his editorial in the November 1964 A4SF, Mr, Cempbell made his attack on
democracy in a manmner that I could not overloock or condone. I em not particularly
sentimeéntal about democracy, having sometimes ccmplimented 1t rather cynically es
man's least efficient form of tyranny; but I have had more than enough of neo-
nazism thinly disgulsed in contemptuous uttacks on scmething misrepresented as
demosracy (or "extreme liberslism" as Mr. Cempbell and same others call it), I
agree with Lincoln that our democracy, our govermment of, by and for the people,
though far from perfect, 18 the "last best hope of earth"., An attack on this
ldeal 1s not only an attack on our nation, but an attack on the human race itself
and its hope for the future.

In his December 1964 editorial, Mr. Campbell made it ummistekably eclear not
only that he dislikes Negroes ‘(that hes been clear for scme time), but also that
he is willing to use ASF as a propaganda organ for the viewpoint of the white
raciste ' Thé editorial - in the context of world and national events of 1964 -
o,uld not bBe eonstrued otherwlse than as a cleverly presented justification (al-
rwost glorification) of all the world's Bull Connors. At this point I found 1t
Impossible “to be an acccmplice, even fto the extent of buying one more copy of
the magazine. As a white ex-Texan, I em far too well acquainted with the kind of
péople whose cause Mr, Cgmpbell is promoting, too well aware of the kind of world
they want, too sadly femiliar with the way such people have dehumenized themselves
in thelr tireless attempts to dehumanize the Negro.

©  Mr. Cempbell hes a perfect legal right to propagandize for his opinions, and
I have no desire to sec any legal abridgment of that right. His moral right is
another matter entirely, and one with which his own conseience must contend. I
have a moral obligation to meke sure that I give no support, however minor, to
advocates of oligarchy and racisme. My advertisement in F&SF 1is probably not all
I should do; 1t was certainly the least I eould do.

I grieve for Mr, Cempbell and ASF and hope for their recovery. I could not
write to ASFe One reason was that my letter, if published, would merely have
furnished a starting point for more of the offensive editoriasl ccmment. Moreovor,
educated people of normal intelligence who believe, at this late hour, what Mr,
Cempbell belleves, people who atuse reason as he has done, are not to be argued
with, not. to be brought to their senses by loglc. They must be challenged, how=-
ever, to demonstrate (for the benefit of innocent bystanders) that their warped
arguments do not convince everyone,

Hence my advertisement in the February 1965 F&SF,.

%

The publisher of KNOWABLE wishes to express his complete agreement with Mr,
Mallory's statement, and to urge KNOWABLE readers to give no support to Analog's
not too thinly veiled apologiae for political and racial elitism,
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VACUOLE THEORY
by C. O. Ingemells, with ccomentary by John Boardman

Ty several back issues of KNOWABLE, the publisher-editor has
expressed a low opinion of pseudo-sclentific theoritcs, which are
frequently put forward by people whose knowledge of the subject
matter of the sclences, small as it is, 1s greater than their
understanding of what a scientlific theory is, and how it 1s put
forward, criticized, and proved or disproved. Mr, Ingemells has
sutmitted for publicatlon and criticism a serlies of three arti-
cles on the "vecuclc theory", and seems willing to risk the harsh
eriticism to which it will be oxposed in these pages. The text of
Mr. Ingemells® grticle appears to the left in the following pages,
and edaltorial ccuentary ocn it to the right.

Since physicists {with very good reeson)
erg resistant and unreceptive to new physl-
cal theories which diffsr in Important re-
spects Tram existing ounes, aid since the
Vacu.le Theory Is so described, 1t will. be
presented in an unorthodox manner, beginning
with the resuvlts and workiang backward through
the conclusions to the beginping, which is
difficult to accepto 0

R Part .I

The fundemental constants of physics
z:re generally agreed to number atout five:
7iZ,, ¢, the veloeity of l’ght; m. the rest
nase of the electroui e, the unit electric
charge; b, Planck®s.constant; and M, the
physlcal unit of mess, To lhis list must be
acded certaiu others which ave 10t Cirectly
daterminable from them .. such as, fox exunple,
the gravitational constent, ¥he nasses of the
subatcmic particles. and oilier guantities.

These fundemental constanie are related
in verious ways. . If tae velogity f lLiglt
is accepted as a determined fixed constant,
physical data leave about oleven limcar
equations in four unkncwns. weich mgy be .
treated by analysis of varianes to give the
best possible valued £or the fundemental
constants which can be obtained from -
available data.

Theé vacuole 'theory reduces the number
of fundemental constents to threz, one, of
which 18 a new constant, the time-thickness
constant 1, which has e value close to
2,424, TWhich two of the ovher constants to
accept es fundemoental is in doubs, but pro--
bably ¢ and m are the best cholce, The nerw
time-thheknoss constant results in the ina- -

.fled.

The "unorthodox manner"™ of which

the author speaks, makes it difficult

to criticize his theory. Such an ap-
proach mekes it hard to see just
vhere his theory departs frem con-
ventional ones, or whéther his in~
vention of new terminology is justi-
If his theory can stand of
itself, a develorment from basic
principles should be made, °

I em not certauin what is meant
by "M, the physical unit of mass", If
Mr. Ingemells means M to bg the rest ™
mass of the proton - an importent
physical constant - he should say so.

A necessary, though not suf-
fizlent, sign of. the crackpot theory
is a vnique notation not'in conform=
ity with established scientific’ '
usage, Any new terms intrcduced
should be rigorously defined in terms-
cf existling concepts.

"Eleven linear equations in four
unknowns" 1s mathematical nonsense.
Such equations would be very over-
determined,

One wonders in what units this
figure "2.424" is measured, The sub=-
sequent discussion 1s unclear.
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terrelation of ¢, m, h, e, M, G, L°, and
some others which have found no interrela-
tion in previous theory.

A comparison of certain constants and
their interactions in the conventional and
the vacuolar system follows. It must be
mentioned that a dimensional analysis of the
expressions given is not meaningful at this
stege, for reasons which will beccme appar-
ent, 4n analysis of varlance, using the new
relationships, i= nceded to establish the
probability that tho relationships ere not
purely accidental, and volunteera for this
task are requested,

Table I

con~ conventiocnal vacuole
stant theory theory
G no relationship aﬂﬂocs
M no relationship 128 t°m
a 2 I'T'ez/hc 1/18 7Tt
Aol h/me 3t/c
Rypg 2T 2 not/m%a 3¥e/2a0
s " e2/me? l/lz'ﬂzc
T° no relationship £(t,M)
X1 ! no relationship 2 M

) no relationship (mc/lz)%er
h h Stm

M, iz not oxactly the same as M.

Table I expresses most of the signifi-
cant relgtionships nbtained through the
vacuole theory,

It would be most useful to have the
analysis of variance made by a physicist
who ig aware of the difficulties and prob-
lems 1nvolved in such an analysis, and who
hes the necessary data available,.

[ .

Presumaebly G is the gravitational
constant, 1° is at this point a com-
plete mystery, as is the "a" which ap-
pears a little later., In the original
text, "a" is "elpha", a symbol usgad
to denote the ratio 2iTe?/he. This is
a dimensionless quantlty., Eddington
for many yesrs believed it to be ex-
actly 137, but it now appears to be
substiantially larger - perhaps 137,2.
But in Tatlo .I, Ingemells mekes t
inversely proportional to a, hence also
dimensionless., Thls conflicts with his
statemont that t 1s a "time-thickness",
and also with the 4th entry in Table I,
which states that the Compton wave-
lengih of the electron is equal to
3t/c, Since ¢ is the velocity of light,
t+ heve has dimensions of em®/Bec. This
emblguity about dimensions runs through
Ingemells® papera.

M, is another quantity introdueced
without definition,

R,,.» 1s apparently meant to be
Rydberi's constant for infinite meass,
This has dimensions of inverse length,
but Ingemells gives it the dimensions
of velocity (c¢)-

1° ("lsubdu-—zero" in the original
text) and Xi are not defined hkere,
They may have something to do with the
masses of the lembda and xi particles,
excited states of the proton, But h
the masses of these particles would
not be particularly "fundemental® as
the word is usually used,

r, 1s 1o “claessicel 'radius of
the electron”. and is calculated under

the dublous assumption that the elec~
tron can be treated as a charged
spharec

Inggmells repeatedly refers to
"variance". Presumably this means
the deviations of his calculations
from +he actual values,

Part II. Dimensions aud Units

In vacuolar ncmenclature, there is only
one fundemental dimensional quantity, viz.,
length, L, The dimensions of all other
quentities are representuble in terms of

This even contradicts Part I of

this same article, in which the author

clgimed that 3 funlamental dimensions
exist,




leagth Te»1ls II gives the dimensions of cer-
tain quantities in conventional and vacuolar
terms, T

To see the significence of the vacuolar
system of units., it 18 necessury to estab-
1ish an (imaginary) observation point out-
side the Universe. (capital U.) From this
point we see the universe (lower case u) as
a Teglon in the Unlverse contained between
" tvo ecsontially parallel 3~dimensional hyper-
.planes intersecting the Universe. which is
© 4~dimensional, Matter, we see tc be the
result of vacuoles in the substance of the
Universe. Those vacuoles which zre confined
betueen the two hyperplancs meke up the ma-
terlal content of the universe,

' The substance of the Uaiverse contima~
ally streams through the vacuolar hyperplaune
at a velocity which mey be related to ¢, the
veloclty of 1light. It 1s this flow which
gives rise to the phancmena of time and gra-
.vitation, Flg, 1 illustrates tho strezming
of the Universal substance through the vacu-
olar hyperplane, or - to put it another way -
the continuous motion of a particle of matter
along the time dimension, The velocity of
this motion is designated by the symbol c¢',
The temporal distance Zir is the time~thieck-
ness of the universe, and 1s observed by va-
cuolar beings using a conventional vacuolar
system of units as a reciprocal velocity.

We now consider the relative linear mo-
tion of two vacuoles. each confined within
the vacuolar hyperplane, and each inertially
identicel. The phencmenon which appears as
motion to a vacuolar belng is seen from our
imaginary observation point outside the Uni-~

verse to be no more than a difference of direec~
Each vacuole moves through the Universal

tiomn,
continuum at a constant velocity ¢! (Fig. 2)
and thelr relative vacuolar velocity may be
represented by the (dimensionless) angle 6.
The relativistic time~dilation relationship

appears - very simply from the comstruction for,

by simple geamutry,

() (-G2))

Note also that = mirror image reverses
the roles of the two vacuoles, which is as 1t
should be,

The gravitational force between the vacu-

oles 1s a result of the Universal flow: a satis-
factory explanation must walt for the definition

of scame new terms and a re—exeminatlon of some
basic concepts.

Ingamells uses the word "ima-~
ginary" Yoosely here. In mathema-
tical physics, imaginary numbers
are multiples of the square root of
-1, He should also state hat he
means by “Universe". Numerous
model universes exist in cosmolo-
gical theory,

This mathematical model is in-
correct, It% would be better to say
that. at any given time, the uni-
verse is a 3-dimensional hyperplane
in what Ingemells calls the "Uni-
verse'".

Notice how blandly Ingemells
assumes the statement he 18 tryling
Yo prove: "Matter (is) the result
0 ‘racuolas in the substance of the
uwiiiverse.”"” Nothing of the sort
Tollows frem his previous words.

Note also that not one single
experiwental datum is presented in
support of this verbiage.

This apparently says that we
believe time to be moving from the
past to the future only because a
stream of as yet undiscovered par-
ticles ("Universal substence") is
flowlng frem the future to the
past with a velocity ¢'¢ He sayz
that "2tr 13 the time-thickness"
without defining either t or r,.
Presumably his "vacuolar beings"
are hypothetlcal observers in the
capital-U Universe.

The blithe conversion of a
"temporal distance™ to a recipro-
cal velocity is characteristic of
Ingeunells® neglect of dimensional
analysls, Nor is 1t clear what is
meant by ‘inertially identical™
vacuoles,,

The expressions "xS" gnd "yV"
in Fig, 1 remain unexplained. 4nd

Fig. 2 is nothing more than a NMine
kowskl diagram, which can also te
used to illus®rate the relativistic
time~ and distance~dilatfon ir one
makes. the appropriate modification
of the Pythagorean theorem to read:
"The square of the hypotenuse of a
right triangle is equal to the dif-
ference between the squares of the
other two sides," Or, 1f you pre-
fer to:retain the .original form of
the Pythagorean theoren, you may
use /mar instead of Minkowski dia-

gl'elilbo



